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Father Paul of Graymoor Guild

Dear Friends,

Life is slowly returning to our “new normal” on the Holy 
Mountain at Graymoor. COVID-19 created a sense of 
isolation that could feel daunting at times. Still, we spent 
much time praying for our brothers and sisters who were 
struck by the virus and for physical healing for all those 
around the world affected by it.

As summer’s warmth settles on the Holy Mountain, 
we enjoy a reawakening of sorts. We resume personal 
connections that had been on hold and celebrate the 
many anniversaries and special occasions for Graymoor 
and the Friars.

Among those celebrations is the 60th anniversary of the 
St. Anthony Shrine at Graymoor. Father Paul Wattson’s 
devotion to St. Anthony of Padua is recognized in this 
beautiful shrine where tens of thousands of pilgrims 
have prayed and sought the saint’s intercession. We also 
acknowledge the fifth anniversary of the shrine’s brick 
walkway lined with special intentions of the faithful.

This is indeed a time to cherish the old while embracing 
the new. Recent plans announced for an inter-Franciscan 
retreat center to be located at Graymoor will lend the 
opportunity for the Franciscan Friars of the Atonement 
and the Capuchin Friars to worship and minister together.

In all of these moments of remembrance and celebration, 
we recall the tireless, selfless work of Servant of God 
Father Paul Wattson, SA. His fervor for the faith continues 
to make an impact on the world. It is a legacy we humbly 
maintain as Franciscan Friars of the Atonement.

Fr. Pat Cogan, SA 
Director, Father Paul  
of Graymoor Guild

“Under God, let us, with unfailing confidence go 
into the future and not be afraid... And when the 
trials and temptations and dark days come, let  
us remember that behind the cloud the sun  
still shines and that we have an anchor of the  
soul during the struggle and stress of the  
present day.”  
– Fr. Paul Wattson, SA October 7, 1931

This sounds like a prayer based on the current state  
of the world, doesn’t it? Yet in 1931, when Fr. Paul  
Wattson created this prayer, the world seemed to be at 
its bleakest.

Consider That:
• The stock market crash of 1929 spiraled the country 

into the Great Depression, which would last for the next 
several years

• Unemployment in 1931 was at 16.3%

• Because people couldn’t afford to buy cars, many auto 
manufacturers went out of business

• Many people faced hunger and homelessness due to a 
lack of income.

As Fr. Paul’s words remind us, no matter how 
tumultuous the world seems to be, the light of God 
always shines through. The dark days don’t last forever, 
and once again the sun shines for us all.

“We Have an Anchor  
of the Soul”

Report favors, great and small 
FatherPaulofGraymoor.org

(845) 424-2150



The charity work that is the hallmark of the Friars 
illustrates the mission so ardently pursued by Servant 

of God, Fr. Paul Wattson, SA . So moved was Fr. Paul to the 
plight of the underserved and the need for benefactors for 
missionary services, he created the Union That Nothing 
Be Lost, which to this day supports humanitarian projects 
around the world. 

Charity is always needed; in times of turmoil, it is 
imperative. Fr. Paul recognized this as World War I, 
the Spanish flu pandemic, the Great Depression, and 
the beginning of World War II raged around him. 
From 1903 until his death in 1940,  Fr. Paul was a 
voice for the voiceless in his magazine The Lamp. In 
those pages, Fr. Paul told the stories of those in need 
and requested benefactors to help them. 

Because of his charity, hundreds of babies around 
the world found the care and compassion they 
needed through the Holy Childhood Association. 
Fr. Paul also welcomed Germans who escaped 

Find out more about the life and faith of Father Paul and the Guild at www.FatherPaulofGraymoor.org

Report favors, great and small.  Email: Favors@FatherPaulofGraymoor.org  Call: (845)424-2150

Father Paul of Graymoor Guild members are granted spiritual benefits including:
• Inclusion in a weekly Mass at Graymoor offered for 

Guild members and their intentions;

• Daily remembrance in the prayers, Masses and works 
of the Franciscan Friars of the Atonement;

• Inclusion in the Friars’ Holy Week Triduum and 
Christmas Triduum of Masses;

• Inclusion in the Novena of Masses honoring Our Lady 
of the Atonement from June 30 to July 9, her Feast Day, 

and an annual Novena of Masses to the Holy Spirit for 
the intentions of Guild Members and the canonization 
of Father Paul of Graymoor;

• The Guild Director will pray for intentions sent to the 
Guild each day and for the canonization of Father Paul 
of Graymoor. To find out more about the life and faith 
of Father Paul, the Guild and how you can support 
the Cause for Father Paul’s canonization, please visit 
FatherPaulofGraymoor.org.

Nazi persecution in the 1930s, took up the cause 
of Catholic sisters teaching in segregated schools, 
and helped homeless men find a sense of self at St. 
Christopher’s Inn. 

Fr. Paul eventually took his message to the radio with 
the Ave Maria Radio Hour. In his weekly broadcast, 
Fr. Paul talked about the charity involved in caring 
for the men of St. Christopher’s Inn. His words 
touched the hearts of many listeners who donated 
funds to help the Friars expand the Inn. We see Fr. 
Paul’s handiwork continue at the Inn as thousands 
of men discover healing and hope.

Today, we find ourselves in a time not unlike what 
Fr. Paul experienced. A pandemic, inequality, and 
social unrest are in the forefront of our lives. Just 
as in Fr. Paul’s time, the Friars are in the thick of 
it, providing ministries to the poor, the neglected, 
and the underserved. Charity knows no limits 
for the Friars as they seek to further Fr. Paul’s 
vision of At-One-Ment. This is a legacy the Friars  
proudly continue. 

Learn more at AtonementFriars.org/FrPaulCharity

Fr. Paul’s Legacy of Charity 
In Times of Crisis


